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\Clsvelxr)]:eref?t orts on 160m contest January Club Meeting:
gerep Monday the 21s: 2008,

Eric summarizestrip to Japan Building 111, Room 110A 5:00 pm SHARP !
George again, reporting on repair

of TA-33 Program is TBD
Notes from the business meeting

2008 New Officers

During the December club meeting / Pizza
Party, the following members were elected

as 2008 Club Officers: .
Gary Meissner, W@GOM — President Upcoming Events:
Al Rothermich , WB@ZQLU — VP
Dave Propper, K2DP — Club

Trustee/Recreation Councilor ; :
George Mackus, ABARX — Treasurer WI nter feSt 2008
Vic Ratkowski, KB@TGU - Secretary Saturday January 26, 2008

The failed trailer lock has been

replaced, Same combination. The
trailer is available again for your dining &

dancing pleasure (no over night
carbonated beverages please).

2008 Membership Renewal BEARS Weekly Two Meter Net
sond ABORX your checkcang T 147.060 MHz + 600 kHz

membership renewal form ASAP.
Renewal forms are available on the

BEARS Website. PL 141.3 Hz
Treasury Report Sunday 900 pm

By:George Mackus AB@RX

November was a slow month. The BEARS Repeaters Are Located In Building 270
There were no expenses. At The Intersection Of 1-270 And McDonnell Blvd.
The treasury balance still stands at

$2407.97

Join us next Sunday!

The Boeing Employees’ Amateur Radio Society — St. Louis Missouri
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Winterfest 2008
January 26, 2008

Like last year, the BEARS will have 2 tables at the
hamfest for club members to bring items for sale. This is
also a good opportunity to pay your club dues and/or
pick up your 2008 club badge extender.

The show will be open to the public from 8:00 AM
to 1:00 PM.

It issame location as in previous years, in the
Gateway Convention Center in Collinsville

(#1 Gateway Drive), lllinoisjust 11 miles east of
the St. Louis Gateway Arch at 1-70 and Illinois Exit

#11. (N 38 40.902" W 090 01.002’ for you folks with
GPSs that'll take Lat & Longs.)

Talk-in will be on the 146.940 and 146.970
(w/141.3 tone) repeaters, aternate repeater 146.850
(w/141.3 tone).

160 Meter Contest Report
By: from George, ABORX

Monday, December 03, 2007

| worked the 160 Meter contest this weekend from
home. The antennawas a 75Qvire fed by SGC-231
coupler supported by atreein the backyard. Except
for the top 10@r so the wire was vertical. |
dlapped the antenna together late last week just to
have something to get on the band for the contest.

It worked better than anything 1®@e ever tried on
160. | ended up with 408 QSOs, 69 sectionsand 7
DX and a score of 63,612. Best I®e ever done
before was about 200 QSOs.

Band conditions were very good on Friday. There
was a little more noise on Saturday but still not
bad. Activity was heavy with stations calling CQ
al they way up to 1900 KHz at one point.

| was pleasantly surprised by the performance of my
antennaright away when | worked 10 stations
between 1800 and 1810 all on the first call with no
repeat of any information. 1@e never even heard
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Europe before on 160 until | heard ON4UN last
weekend. | heard him again Friday night and
worked him for my first ever EU QSO on 160.
Heard an Italian once too but the pileup was too
big.

| worked all states except Alaska and North Dakota
(the two I need confirmed - go figure). Almost
every other state was worked more than once. The
sections missed were NNY, PR, AK,WTX,SB,SF
ND, NL,MB AB and NT.

ABORX 160m antenna pictures:

On the following page are some pictures of the 160
antenna | slapped together thisweek. Crude but
effective. If you look closely at the one labeled
Antenna, you can see the wire going up the tree.
You can®see it at al from the street.

The Boeing Employees’ Amateur Radio Society — St. Louis Missouri
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Figure 3 - Feedpoint

Figure4 - Inside View

Figurel- Antenna

Figure5 - Radial Extension

Figure 2 - Coupler Power
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Eric, WOTT, VisitsHams in Japan

It was alittle difficult getting hooked-up with radio
amateurs in Japan. On my first trip | visited a ham
store in Akihabara, the electronics district in Tokyo.
But | did not meet anyone there that | could speak
with. | then took a different approach. | wrote a
letter in Japanese and sent it to 21 JA hams who had
all QSL’ ed to me direct for my operation in Peru.
The letter said that | travel often to Tokyo, Kyoto
and Nagoya, and would like to visit hamson a
futurevisit. | received 2 replies. One from Tokyo
with alead on their national station, but that wasn'’t
available for tour when | went back. The second
was from Y oshi, JASARC who lives in Fukui
(about 100 km from Kyoto) and he invited me to
visit hishome. Hisletter (in Japanese) said | should
bring our Exchange daughter Kunie with meto his
QTH to help trand ate.

The next time | went back to Japan, | made
arrangementsto visit Yoshi. Kunie now livesin
Tokyo and wasn't able to travel with me, but her
brother Hizawent along. He speaks fairly good
English, but also had a Nintendo Gameboy that
trandlates Japanese to English. We took Japan Rail
to Fukui, and Y oshi met us up at the station. The
first thing I noticed when arriving is how organized
Y oshi was. He had an itinerary set up for the day,
with four ham shacks, one radio store and one
antenna factory to visit. Wethen visited Yoshi’s
QTH and | found that his shack was equally well-
organized. Everythingwasin its proper place, and
equipment was neat and fully operational. When
we arrived at his home, we were met by a
newspaper reporter from the Fukui Shimbun local
newspaper, who interviewed me and then published
astory about my visit there. Yoshi told methat |
was the first ham from the US that had ever met,
and that he wants to come here and attend Dayton
sometime. Notice the JASARC/Dayton sign in the
picture. It was agift to him, and it’s his prized
ppossession.

We then went onto the QTH of Morinaga,
JHOAUB. Morinagainvited usinto aliving room
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(tatami room) area set up as a Drake and Collins
Museum, where his XY L served us Japanese tea.
We then went into afully equipped shack which
featured state of the art equipment. All gear was
covered with dust shields, and the digital displays
had their original cellophane protective covering.
Morinaga has a Class 1 license which allows the
operation of akilowatt station, whereas most
Japanese are licensed for 200 watts.

We also visited the QTH of JAOSTWN, Koizumi,
and Y oshi told me heis arenowned DX’ er in Japan.
He also had avery nice well organized station.
Fukui and Sakai City are urban areas of Japan, and
most people live in modest homes in suburban
neighborhoods. However, this doesn’'t stop them
from having tall towers with elaborate arrays. Here
is Koizumi’ s tower which isin the cull-de-sac turn-
around area of hisstreet. | don’t know the height,
but | expect about 90 ft based on the dimensions of
the base. He has stacked multi-band beams atop the
tower.

We wrapped up the day with avisit to the shack of
Hashimota, JA9DII, where again | saw awell
organized shack and operating position. Hashi likes
to build, and his shack featured a workshop with
many homebrew projects.

My new ham friends in Japan showed me great
hospitality, and | was sorry to say goodbye. | hope
to meet them again sometime on the air, or by
another eyeball QSO!

See pictures on the next page.

The Boeing Employees’ Amateur Radio Society — St. Louis Missouri
http://www.wOma.org
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Figure6 - Morinaga - JHOAUB

Figure7-WOTT & Yoshi - JA9ARC

Figure 8- front row: JA9TWN — Koizumi, JA9DI| — Hashi
& granddaughter, JASARC — Y oshi. Back row: JA9DII
XYL, grandson & daughter, WOTT
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Figure9 - JA9TWN Tower

George, ABORX, Fixesthe BEARS
Mosely TA-33

| took the BEARS TA-33 home to troubleshoot it last
Saturday. As some of you remember, it had high SWR
last time we tried it on Field day a few years ago. | did
some tinkering on it this evening and believe I®e found
the problem

The first thing | did was perform a visual inspection on all
the parts. The reflector, driven element and director
elements were all marked. | verified they were marked
correctly. The tips of both of the driven elements have
been replaced with non factory aluminum. (There must
be a story out there about why that someone needs to fill
me in on.) One of the reflector tips is missing an end
connector.

| was able to carefully dis-assemble the traps (really they
are coils) of the driven elements. One of them had a
rattle inside, but it turned out to just be a dead bug.

Both appear to be fine both visually and electrically.
From the pictures you can see what they look like inside.

Before taking the traps apart | measured the resistance
of each of them and noted that one of the reflectors had
a high resistance. So | took that one apart next and
everything looked normal inside it too. Some probing
around with the ohmmeter showed that there was a poor
connection between the coil and the aluminum tube.
There is a rivet (In the center of the black insulator)
where the coil ends. This rivet connects the coil to the

The Boeing Employees’ Amateur Radio Society — St. Louis Missouri
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aluminum tube. There was not good electrical contact
between the coil wire and the rivet. | think we replace
this rivet and we are back in business.

So it looks like to me the problem was similar to the one
on the 40M beam at WOTT, except that it took 30 years
to show up instead of 30 sec like it did for Eric.

I@n not sure if the traps are identical between the
elements. | counted 15 turns on the inboard side of the
DE and 24 on the outboard side. | counted 15 turns on
the inboard side of the reflector and 25 turns on the
outboard side. This makes me want to take one of the
directors apart again and have a recount. | have not
taken one of the directors apart yet.

[A few days later]

The TA-33 is back together. SWR looks good on 10M.
Its got good resonances on 15 and 20M but a little out of
band. SWRis 2:1 at 14.1MHz. IT works OK with the
tuner. SVOCVY, IK50RQ, W6QNE, W7AIT, AB7R, and
XE1L all say its working. 1t® only 20@ff the ground (I
don®dare to go much higher with this setup) and closer
than that to the AL gutter on the house, so that may be
impacting the resonances.

Figure10- - The TA-33 Fixed

Notes from the December Business

Meeting

In attendence: WZGOM (Gary), WBZQLU (Al), ABIRX
(George), KBATGU (Vic), K2DP (Dave), WAZTOP
(Mark), K&BX (Joe)
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(NOTE: These business meetings are open to the whole
membership or those who have badges that let you in
the gate anyway. They are held on the 1* Monday of
the month in the same room as the membership
meeting.)

Various projects that need to be done were discussed:
- moving the VHF/UHF patch panel in the trailer,
Repeater maintenance including fixing the
power supply on the 440 machine & putting the

repeater on the contoller (need to schedule a
work day ?)

Reworking some of the antennas on the roof of
bldg 111 as per the antenna committee’s
recommendations of the antenna committee &
folks doing the work. (need some more
volleyball polls & cinder blocks put up there)
Work on the antenna switch box controller cable
where it comes through the bulkhead into the
trailer.

12V power distribution in the trailer

AL-82 repair

Cap|tal equipment buys for next year were discussed:
New antenna tuners for the EOC (Dentron or Pal
Star Tuners maybe ?)
Maybe sell some of the older (Nye Viking) tuners
we have.

Also various options for change were discussed for the
antennas on the 70’ tower.

Afterwards most of us went out for Chinese

Dave Hans saw this on Astronomy Picture of the
Day and thought the club members might enjoy it:
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/image/0712/solarc
ycle soho big.jpg
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